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Dear all,
I hope that you all had a good summer and are looking forward to the autumn. I'm looking forward to
seeing pictures and hearing about your harvest festivals, Heritage Open Day events and similar, so
do please send them in.

Do also please have a look at the events that we're advertising in the newsletter. Do please send in
any events that you have got coming up that you'd like people to know about; the Newsletter is a
good way of sharing what is going on, and sharing ideas across the Deanery.
I'd like to particularly draw you attention to the Mindfulness retreat and the Vocations Exploration
Day that are coming up shortly. Please also pass on the information to other people that you think
might be interested.

Bishop Alastair has now retired, and I'm sure that those of us who were able to attend his final
celebration service were moved to hear the ways that he had been able to show something of God's
love to people throughout the diocese, as well as wider afield. The imam who spoke as part of the
service said to Bishop Alastair something like: ‘the light shining in you is obviously from God,
because without God you would not have been able to achieve the things you have’.
One of the ways that Bishop Alastair will continue to work is through the Clewer Initiative which he
set up to help combat the evils of modern slavery. Unfortunately, this is something that is occurring
throughout the country, including in Mercia Deanery. You can visit the website https://
www.theclewerinitiative.org/ to see what we as individuals and churches can do to help.
Whilst we are without a diocesan bishop, the Bishop's Office will continue to function, so do please
continue to use that as you would normally. Bishop Jan has been delegated the powers of the
diocesan bishop during the vacancy, so again, things will continue. Do please pray for her and for
the The Crown Nominations Commission who will meet on 26 September and 1-2 November.
All the best,

St James, Swarkstone
Over 50 people gathered at St James, Swarkestone to celebrate
their Patronal Festival together with other churches in the Trent
and Derwent Benefice.
Bishop Peter Ramsden, formerly of Port Moresby in Papua New
Guinea, celebrated and preached. A very enjoyable time was had
by all and donations were given for the work of the Anglican
Church in that province.

Churches Together Harvest Challenge

Together Magazine
We hope that you have enjoyed receiving the second edition of the
Together magazine.
This is a full-colour, quarterly magazine with 10,000 copies distributed
to churches, individuals, church leaders and congregations throughout
the County of Derbyshire. It is paid for by the advertising and is
therefore free to both individuals and the diocese (individual
subscribers pay only for postage).
It is meant to be interesting and accessible both to regular churchgoers and the wider public, so do please consider if you can give a
copy to friends, neighbours, or waiting rooms.
Also, do please send in photographs and story ideas to the magazine;
they would be very interested in hearing from you.

Deanery Website

The Deanery Website has been up and running for a year now. The plan for the website was to keep you connected,
informed and inspired. We wanted to find out how it has been going for you.
If you have any comments or suggestions for improvements…. Anything really, we would love to hear from you.
Please email Debbie on debbie.patrick@derby.anglican.org

Bishop Alastair writes…..
Moving in the Spirit
As I approach the end of my time as
Bishop of Derby, amidst interviews and
farewells, I am conscious of three
strong themes.
Thanks Be To God
First, a sense of thankfulness for so
many gifted fellow workers in the
vineyard, and the range of
opportunities for worship and witness
offered to us. It has been an
enormous privilege to be part of so
many vibrant, creative and effective
streams of outreach and service.
Thanks be to God.
Lord Have Mercy
And yet there is a strong sense of how much more might have been achieved. People, projects, possibilities that could
have been better supported or more imaginatively developed. In this role opportunities arise because of huge trust and
hope invested in the Bishop, and as I reflect on my ministry I am conscious of failings and causing
frustrations. Oneness in the forgiving love of Jesus Christ provides grace and hope. Lord have mercy.
Lord Hear Our Prayer
What binds us together as a Diocese is the common thread of daily prayer and public worship. This heartbeat of the
manifestation of the Body of Christ we are invited to be in Derby and Derbyshire, is something each of us is called to
step into, and sometimes to step away from; yet the lifting up of our hearts will keep us joined in God’s greater
enterprise, and give us the grace to continue to be one in seeking His blessing and guidance for the witness of His
Church in our times. Lord hear our prayer.
To Him Who Is Able
It is with this prayerful confidence that I want to say thank you, forgive my failings, and rejoice with me in the
continuation of our common callings.
“Now to Him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, to Him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, for ever and ever”. (Ephesians 320).

Please pray for the process of finding a new Bishop
Almighty God,
the giver of all good gifts,
guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a faithful pastor for this diocese:
that we may receive one who will speak your word and serve your people according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.
Please go to http://www.derby.anglican.org/en/about-us/appointment-of-new-bishop.html for more information on the
process and timescale of the process.

Dates for your Diary
15th September
Christian Mindfulness Retreat

St George’s Church, Ticknall , DE73 7JU

1.30pm-4.30pm

St Peters Church, Stapenhill, DE15 9AF

12noon-2.00pm

St Peter’s Church Hall, DE11 7BE

10.00am-3.00pm

St Peter’s Church Hall, DE11 7BE

7.30pm-9.30pm

Gresley Church Community Centre , DE11 9NR

1.00pm-3.00pm

St John’s Church, Winshill, DE15 0HZ

12noon-2.00pm

20th September
Deanery Chapter

22nd September
Vocations Exploration Day

10th October
Deanery Synod

16th October

Volunteer Management

18th October
Deanery Chapter

For more information on every aspect of Deanery life look on the
Mercia Deanery Website

https://merciadeanery.wordpress.com

Mercia Deanery Benefices
Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney
Stanton-by-Bridge

Newhall

Gresley

Melbourne, Ticknal, Smisby and

Seale and Lullington with Linton and Castle Gresley

Caldwell) Swadlincote and Hartshorne

Stapenhill (including

Trent and Derwent: Aston-on-Trent, Elvaston, Weston-onTrent and Shardlow,

Barrow-upon-Trent with Twyford and swarkestone

Trent United: Walton-on-Trent and Croxall, Stapenhill Immanel.

Rosliston, Coton-in-the-Elms, Catton

Winshill and Bretby

