St Peters Hope, St Edmunds Castleton, and St
Barnabas Bradwell.

Plough Sunday at St Peters Hope

Baptism at Christmas tree service St Barnabas Bradwell

Visitors to St Edmunds Castleton
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Diocese of Derby
Introductory information for candidates
Rev’d Colin Pearson, Area Dean Peak Deanery

The Benefice of Hope, Castleton and Bradwell
The churches of Hope, Castleton and Bradwell are three warm and friendly church
communities set in the midst of the beauty of the Hope Valley in the Derbyshire Peak
District. Since their last full time incumbent retired in the autumn of 2017, the churches have
been in conversation with me about the future and how we may best support the provision
of ministry for them. This forms part of a comprehensive strategic conversation across the
Peak Deanery and Derby Diocese. Along with the profile, I hope the following information
will be helpful to candidates who are considering making an application.

Diocese of Derby - deanery development
The Diocese of Derby has established a renewed understanding of deaneries as a key
strategic place for mission. We hold a vision to be growing, outward facing, healthy and
learning. We have committed ourselves to work together, deepening our common life in
service of Christ’s presence in every community.
The creation of eight new larger deaneries and the appointment of an Area Dean to each, sit
within diocesan strategic priorities as we seek to better enable growth and mission. Our aim
is to facilitate greater missional collaboration between parishes, deanery and diocese.
Deanery development is an intentional strategic response by the Bishop of Derby and his
senior staff to the challenge of growth and mission in our time.

Hope Valley Mission Community – a developing vision
Hope Valley Mission Community imagines the three churches working collaboratively in
growth and mission focussed endeavour, recognising that a fresh and innovative approach is
needed to address the challenges of our times, especially acute in rural contexts. An
imaginative extension seeks to develop a conversation with neighbouring parishes,
enhancing existing relationships, inviting shared thinking on a wider interpretation of
Mission Community, exploring the growth and mission possibilities that wider participation
and extra resources would bring.
Supported by the prayers and resources of the whole community, each church will be
encouraged to drive forward the growth and mission agenda in their own context, but
Mission Community also seeks to develop a culture which thinks ‘Kingdom first’. The vision is
to encourage willing and sacrificial support for projects which may not be in my parish or run
by my church, rejoicing in God’s activity in a place where the community discerns Kingdom is
best served. The aim is to build a shared vision which binds each church together under a
common purpose, the pooling wisdom gifts and resources.
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House for Duty post – Bradwell
This is an exciting time for an ordained colleague to join us – an interesting and rewarding
opportunity awaits the right candidate. Within the Mission Community framework, we are
looking for a parish priest on a House for Duty basis who will reside in Bradwell vicarage. We
anticipate a weekly commitment of 2 to 3 days a week plus Sundays, but would welcome
talking with interested candidates to discuss a workable pattern. In the early stages, the post
would mean offering some level of support to each parish. The parishes recognise the
limitations that any candidate could offer given the half time nature of the post. Therefore,
our plans in phase two seek to appoint a Focal Minister into Hope and another into
Castleton. We are blessed with deanery expertise on Focal Ministry development.
House for Duty: Four key elements of the role
1. To support the benefice in its ministry and contribute into their growth and missional
ambition.
2. To help identify, along with others, potential candidates for Focal Ministers for the
churches of Hope and Castleton.
3. To provide oversight for the ministry of the Focal Ministers. To help candidates
unfamiliar with this ministry, the person called to Focal Ministry could be:
 a self supporting ordained person. Or equally, someone of sufficient standing and
maturity in the church with the gifts and potential to lead a church community.
They may have some church leadership responsibility already, a Churchwarden
or Reader for example, whereas others may be sensing a call to leadership for
the first time or have been identified as someone with experience and potential
to do so.
4. To participate in the wider unfolding picture of the Hope Valley Mission Community.

Hope Valley Mission Community
Phase three of our proposals hopes to appoint a 0.5 Pioneer Minister to grow community
links with the churches and establish a new church community around the walking and
cycling fraternity who visit the Hope Valley in large number every weekend for recreational
purposes. Though at an early stage of discernment, this project has real growth potential,
early indications from trials are very encouraging.

Summary
This is a bold vision – pioneering in approach, creative in deployment and sacrificial in
action. The churches of Hope, Castleton and Bradwell have been on a challenging journey,
but have positively and courageously given their full backing to the way ahead.
It is our joint prayer that they may now be blessed with a colleague who shares the vision,
supports their ambition to grow and will join with them in this next phase of their journey. I
warmly commend this exciting vision to prospective candidates.
For an informal conversation, please do be in touch.
Rev’d Colin Pearson, Area Dean, Peak Deanery
Tel 01298-938200 email: colin2pearson@gmail.com
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1. Who we are looking for
We are looking for someone who can:












help us fulfil our ambition to bring the gospel to our communities so they
become more involved with the churches in an effective and meaningful way.
Especially important is a willingness to work closely with Bradwell infants
church school, engaging in their school activities to form a strong bond
between the church and school
help us explore and develop new and existing opportunities for community
engagement and evangelism particularly to those groups not currently
prominent in our church family
motivate and train church members to play their part in those opportunities
develop children’s and young people’s work both within and beyond the
church community, including connecting and sharing with existing Messy
Churches
support and develop existing and new pastoral care arrangements, especially
towards the elderly
inspire and help church members take steps towards a deeper knowledge of
God and more faithful discipleship
work in partnership with other churches towards our common calling to
discipleship and mission
help the churches make the necessary changes in our thinking, expectations,
priorities and activities in order to follow the Spirit’s leading in our mission.

We are looking for someone who is:




family orientated and understands how young people operate
willing to join in community activities.
welcoming to all village members and will value everyone’s opinion.

We can offer:


parishes hungry for new, creative and inclusive leadership



an exciting opportunity to explore new ways of building church community in
this rural area, reaching beyond traditional parish settings and drawing on the
resources of Missional Community, Pioneer and Focal Ministry



welcoming communities



a beautiful area, offering inspiration and renewal to hundreds of people who
live and work here, and thousands more who visit it each week



a modern vicarage with plenty of space, inside and out.
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2. Our community
Our Benefice, consisting of three rural parishes is set in the heart of the Peak District
National Park between Manchester and Sheffield.
The benefices were combined in 1997. We have no active retired priests.
Although the three parishes are separate and distinctive communities, our three
PCCs recognise our need to be relevant to the wider community and are active in
seeking new ways of engaging with it. Children’s and young people’s work, although
small at present, is being actively developed by church members and is seen as an
important area of focus for our new Vicar. The churches are very welcoming and are
seeking to engage with missing generations in new and innovative ways.
The 3 churches within the Benefice are within 3 miles of each other and work well
together. The parishes are connected by bus routes in and out of Sheffield that pass
through the hamlets (“townships”) within Hope ecclesiastical parish (Aston, Brough,
Shatton & Thornhill) and near those in the parish of Bradwell (Coplow Dale,
Hazelbadge, Little Hucklow & Windmill). Other settlements within Bradwell parish
are Abney, Bretton, Great Hucklow & Grindlow. The railway from Sheffield to
Manchester runs through the Hope Valley. There is a station at Hope.
Local employment is mostly in tourism and associated service industries. Hill farming
dominates the landscape of the Hope Valley (sheep) with pastoral grazing in the
outer reaches of Bradwell (cattle). Many farms now depend on tourism (B&B) for
survival.
There is a large cement works employing about 200 people and various smaller
businesses: engineering works, electrical component plant, telebusiness centre and
two small industrial estates. Many of the population are retired “incomers” and others
commute to Sheffield, Manchester, Stockport or Chesterfield
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3. Ministry and mission in our parishes
Outreach to schools and young people
There are many opportunities for involvement with young people in the community
and in local schools.
There are Church of England primary schools in Great Hucklow, Bradwell and
Castleton. Bradwell also has a (council controlled) junior school. Hope has a (council
controlled) primary school. There are good links with all these schools as well as with
Hope Valley College, the local comprehensive school. In Bradwell, seasonal
celebrations hosted by St Barnabas and led by the schools have included Harvest, a
Christmas tree service, Easter celebrations and a joint school carol concert. St
Barnabas had close links with the school: the previous vicar led 4 or 5 assemblies a
year,called in regularly to talk to staff and share reflections and suggestions for the
future and helped support the RE curriculum.
Hope Valley Christian Youth Work delivers youth and children's activities on behalf of
local churches and individual Christians. In Castleton there is a weekly youth club
and weekly Godly Play at Castleton Church of England primary school. In Bradwell,
there is a weekly after-school club and from Sept. 2018 Godly Play in Bradwell
Church of England infant School.
Volunteers from Messy Church (see below) help to deliver and enable many of these
other youth and children's activities.
Derbyshire Village Mission has a presence at Messy Church and in a variety of
mission activities, supported by their Mission Enabler.
Fresh expressions of worship
Hope Valley Messy Church Trust was established to progress a network of Messy
Church as part of the 'mixed-economy' of church in the Hope Valley and wider area.
It aims to resource, equip and progress Messy Church to better serve those for
whom the existing churches do not meet their needs.
This partnership, which includes the Benefice of Hope, Castleton and Bradwell and
the Methodist Circuit in the Hope Valley, is now delivered by a charitable trust. The
trust board is made up of a mix of Anglicans and Methodists. It is currently chaired
by the Methodist Superintendent Minister, Rev Adrian Perry.
In Bradwell, Messy Church meets in St Barnabas Church one Sunday every month.
The Castleton and Hope Messy Church now meet in the Sports Pavilion in Hope.
Messy Church also share all-age events and Messy Family Worship at St Edmund’s
and St Barnabas
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These new communities have sought to engage with schools, using Godly Play as a
way to allow young people to engage with Gospel stories.
The trust was initially funded by a 3 year grant from the Diocese of Derby and
Sheffield Methodist District. It is currently seeking funding to continue Hope Valley
Messy Church beyond the end of 2018. Although future funding is uncertain, the
connections, goodwill and opportunities made to date have been a great
encouragement to the existing churches in the Benefice.
Ecumenical links
We have continuing relationships with the Methodist congregations in all three
villages but no formal ecumenical deed. We have a less close relationship with the
local Roman Catholic people at Our Lady of Sorrows in Bamford and St Michael the
Archangel in Hathersage, neither of which is geographically in the benefice. There is
also a Quaker community near Bamford.

Bradwell Gala Week

Art and Craft exhibition, Bradwell Gala Week
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4. Our parishes
The parish of St Edmunds Castleton
Castleton is a beautiful village situated at the head of the Hope Valley, in the heart of
the Peak District National Park. It is sixteen miles by road from the centre of
Sheffield and two miles from the nearest train station at Hope. The population of
Castleton was 642 at the 2011 census.
The impressive Mam Tor mountain, at a height of 517 metres, lies to the west, while
Peveril Castle, built by William the Conqueror’s son, sits on a vantage point high on
the southern edge of the village. Day trippers and holiday makers come from all over
the world to visit the castle, the four famous show caves, shops, cafes and pubs; to
enjoy a marvellous selection of walks and bike rides, both on and off road; and for
seasonal delights such as the ancient Garland Ceremony in May and the Christmas
lights.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle described the area around Castleton as ‘hollow country’. Of
the local geology he wrote, “Could you strike it with some gigantic hammer, it would
boom like a drum or possibly cave in altogether,’ while the seventeenth century
philosopher Thomas Hobbes described Mam Tor and Peak Cavern as two of the
seven wonders of the Peak.
The residents of Castleton are friendly and outgoing. Many are involved with tourism
and are not always able to attend church services but there is strong support within
the community for the church’s fundraising and social activities. Two highlights of the
village calendar, in which the church plays a key role, are the ancient Garland
Ceremony and the Christmas Tree Festival, to which over 50 local shopkeepers and
other businesses and organisations each contribute a lovingly decorated tree.
St Edmunds Church, lying right at the heart of the village, was built as a garrison
church for the soldiers in Peveril Castle. St Edmund’s is open every day and visitors
and their dogs are always very welcome. Visitors are invited to leave prayer requests
for individuals, needs or situations, for inclusion in the church’s weekly worship.
Recent requests include the following:



“For my wonderful friend Nikki whose 11-year-old daughter recently died.”
“For my goldfish who has serious indigestion.”

It is a privilege for us to be entrusted with these requests.
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Entrance to St Edmunds Castleton

Recent comments left in the Visitors’ Book include the following:






“We love this church.”
“Looking for the grave of our fifth great grandfather from Connecticut, USA:
John Hardy, died C17.”
“Good to see an open church. Thank you for being so welcoming.”
“It was wonderful to find the mediaeval angel in the stained glass.”
“Thank you for letting us in. Students and teachers from 25B Mielec, Poland.”

These are two of the comments left during the 2017 Christmas tree festival:



“Stunning! God’s glory in human terms.”
“Absolutely beautiful. Wonderful to see such a vibrant community in action.”

The church’s splendid Norman chancel arch is an original feature and additions and
changes over the years have introduced an unusual ceiling, some interesting stained
glass and a ring of bells in the tower. The large churchyard contains many old
gravestones.
Special services held during the year include: our midnight service on Christmas
Eve; a service for pets: and our Palm Sunday service, for which we walk through the
streets of the village, from St Edmunds to the Methodist Chapel, with a donkey.
Many houses in Castleton have become holiday homes or second homes and young
people are often unable to afford to live in the village. Consequently our village
school is struggling to survive. This, combined with an ageing congregation poses a
challenge to our worship patterns and to the question of how we can best serve God
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in our community. We have been adopting an increasingly ecumenical approach to
worship and value our shared services with our Methodist friends. We look forward
to forming a partnership with a new minister as soon as we can.
Patterns of worship

Service times

Welcome to St Edmunds
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The parish of St Peters Hope
St Peters was probably re-founded as a “minster” church after Derbyshire was taken
by Aethelfleda, the “Lady of Mercia” from the Danes to re-christianise the Peak
District c 920 AD. Earlier Christians are evidenced in the place names: Eccles Lane,
Eccles Cross (remains of which are in Hope Churchyard) along with a Celtic Cross
shaft found when the Old School was rebuilt in the 1870s.

St Peters Hope in spring

Brough & Hope are at the junction of a group of old Roman roads. The Roman fort at
Navio (Brough) guarded these roads and the lead mining areas. Saxons were
headquartered in Hope and then by Peveril Castle and the bastide Norman
settlement of Castleton
The village population, including hamlets, is about fourteen hundred. There is still a
full range of shops, a sports club, medical centre, post office and secondary school
for the valley (Hope Valley College).

St Peters Hope in winter

The village also has three pubs, a hotel and spa and a local business centre. There
are several caravan parks in the area, a small industrial estate, garden centre and
agricultural merchants.

12

There are about 45 people on the electoral roll and some 20 or so communicants on
Sundays rising to 40 at festivals. We are mostly over 60 (as is the whole village). Up
to 100 attend the Wakes Week service (late June), around 80 will attend Big
Breakfast / Plough Sunday (late January – organised with the Young Farmers) and
around 60 for Hope Show Service (August).
In Wakes week visitors and residents enjoy well dressings and a carnival. A key
focus for the week is the procession of clergy (Anglican, Catholic & Methodist) to
bless the wells, complete with band, congregation and interested onlookers. We
have concerts in church (Castleton silver band, visiting choirs and musicians) and an
exhibition by local organisations (historical society; photographic society) During the
week the church is open each day and refreshments are served from our buttery.
We hold a united evening All Souls service each November. The Christingle service
(early December, in conjunction with the Primary School, Parish Council and “Light
up Hope”) is very popular with parents and grandparents. Hope Valley College carol
services are packed out (about 150). They have an excellent choir and Big Band.
Unfortunately a series of thefts and damage to the church mean that it is usually
locked except for before and after services. Security measures have been installed
as advised by the police.

Christingle service

Parochial Church Council: We have a small PCC meeting about 4 or 5 times a
year in the Old School. We have no sub-committees. We have extra meetings to
plan Wakes Week in conjunction with Parish Councillor & Historical Society
members.
Churchwardens: We have previously tried to have over-lapping six-year terms of
office, with the retiring warden and prospective new warden being deputy wardens.
Of late this has not proved possible but we do have two wardens: one female
(Cheryl) and one male (Martin) and two deputies: one female (Jan) and one male
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(David). We would welcome the re-introduction of meetings of the wardens or PCCs
of all three parishes which have been of benefit in the past.
Bells: We have a ring of eight bells and these are in the process of having new
ropes and bosses fitted. A new group of ringers are shortly to meet again in St.
Peter’s. At present we rely on visiting ringers from Tideswell for weddings and other
visitors for peals.

Well dressing, Hope

Children: All age Messy Church meet at Hope Sports Pavilion on one Sunday
afternoon a month. This community has fluctuated in number but has had a good
group of eight volunteer leaders from Castleton and the wider community.
Choir and Music: We have the services of two organists; our regular David, and
Glen from Hathersage. Bryan who served for over 20 years retired in 2017 and
returns from time to time. The choir stalls are now used by the small congregation for
our regular sung mattins and some communion services.
Church Shop: Martin has run the church shop in Edale Road for the last 12 years
selling Traidcraft products and other fairly traded goods. Profits from this have, until
recently, been enough to pay the rent. The shop will move to the Old School in
October. There is also a fair-trade stall in church near the buttery. A variety of books
& some bric-a-brac bring in money for St Peter’s and Friends of St. Peter’s. Recent
donations of books means there is an overflow book stall in the church.
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Churchyard: The churchyard is closed and maintenance falls to High Peak Borough
Council. We still inter ashes in the garden of remembrance outside the south porch.
Friends of St. Peter’s: FOSP is an independent charity tasked with fundraising for
the fabric of the church and part of the running costs (electricity, gas and insurance).
FOSP raised funds to purchase part of the Old Vicarage garden to create a car park;
to install new central heating. FOSP funding also means that the clock winding gear
has been electrified £25,000 has been raised toward polycarbonate protection for
windows. We have a social programme which includes two coffee mornings a month
at the Old School. There are ecumenical village lunches for Whitsun and Harvest
and a post Wakes supper for helpers.
Mothers’ Union: The branch held a final communion service in February 2018
followed by tea in the Old School.
Outreach: We still arrange an annual house-to house collection during Christian Aid
week which usually brings in about £1,000. We also deliver a Christmas card to
virtually every house at the start of Advent. Coffee mornings are both social functions
and a means of fund-raising for local purposes (e.g. FOSP; Friends of Hope School;
HADIT – the village “repertory company”; Careline – a befriending phone service - as
well as for overseas charities such as Leprosy Mission (January); Mothers Union
charities (February); Traidcraft Exchange (in Fair trade fortnight); Practical Action
(March); PCC (Easter Monday); Children’s society (April); Christian Aid (May);
Parkinson’s society (June, with Catholics); Toilet Twinning (August); Tree Aid
(September); St. Luke’s Hospice (October); Embrace the Middle East (formerly
Biblelands in December).

Young farmers’ Big Breakfast
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The Old School – There has been a school in Hope since the 1500’s but not in use
as such since the opening of Hope Valley College. It now serves as a Village Hall. Of
the five trustees of the Old School charities, three are on the PCC (the two wardens
and secretary). It has recently been refurbished and more improvements are
anticipated.
Patterns of worship
We have for a long time had a mixed pattern of worship which we hope meets the
needs and wishes of the population
Services
First Sunday
Second Sunday

Third Sunday

Fourth Sunday
Fifth Sunday

9.30 am Holy Communion
(BCP sung to Shaw’s Anglican Folk Mass)
8.00 am Holy Communion (CW traditional
language) Not during inter-regnum
10.00 am Mattins (sung, lay-led, shortened
version 1662/1928)
9.15 am Sung Holy Communion (CW, sung to
a setting by Rutter)
10.00 am Mattins in inter-regnum
11.00 am Family Service – now CW Holy
Communion
10.00 am Joint Holy Communion, in rotation
around St Edmunds, St Barnabas and Holy
Trinity, Edale
4.00 pm Evensong at Hope (if no Communion
service in the morning at Hope)

There has always been a Sunday service of some sort every week supplemented
prior to the interregnum with a mid-week 10.00 am Holy Communion on
Wednesdays. This has been offered at St Barnabas as a joint service on Thursdays
during the interregnum, with support from the Tideswell clergy team and others.
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St Barnabas Bradwell
Bradwell (or Bradda as it is known locally) is a village in the Hope Valley with a
population of approximately 1400. A sprawling but interesting collection of old
cottages, the village actually retains a significant amount of local industry and is not
dependant on tourism. Engineering, quarrying and ice cream-making are all
important here but have surprisingly limited impact on the appeal of the local area.
As a former lead mining area, many houses were built by the miners and many still
remain, though brought up to modern standards. There is a mixture of housing,
including three areas of bungalows for the elderly, a post-war council estate, now
mainly privately owned, housing built in the sixties and newer properties managed by
a housing association. Land has been made available when demolition has taken
place, for fifty houses to be built, including some affordable housing. This offers the
church a great challenge and exciting opportunities.

A recent baptism during our Christmas tree festival

There are a sizeable number of people who have retired, including ‘incomers’. Most
of these have entered enthusiastically into village life and have been a great asset to
Bradwell. There are also many younger families, whose children are catered for by
the infant and junior schools.
Both schools have recently received good Ofsted reports and have great support
from the parents. The infant school is next to the church and regularly holds special
services and events in the church. Pre-school children are also well catered for.
Secondary children go to Hope Valley College (in Hope) or Lady Manners School in
Bakewell.
There are also Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and a thriving football team but these
are not run by the church. There is a youth club for the older children run by the
Parish Council, originally an Ecumenical venture, there is also an afterschool club
meeting during school term, now run by the school.
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Bradwell Gala

There has long been a tradition in the village that a group of volunteers organise
events for the Bradwell residents. When it became obvious that the current people
were finding it too much, a group of younger men took over and the Bradda Dads
came into being. Not only do they organise village events such as the local Bonfire,
Boxing Day duck race and Senior Citizens Christmas lunch to raise money, they are
also on hand to help out other organisations and individuals.

Well dressing, Bradwell

The principal foundation stone of St Barnabas was laid in1867 and the new church
consecrated in 1868. In 1875 the new church became the centre of the newly made
Parish of Bradwell. It is a rectangular building with pews being introduced in 1888.
1992 saw the completion of a great project, using the skills of many parishioners. A
gallery was built over the west end, the font was moved to the front, the south door
was sealed and a kitchen and toilet were installed. A folding screen was also made
so that an area under the gallery could be used for small meetings. Recently a few
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pews have been moved round to make an area for small children during services.
This is mostly used at the moment during Messy Church which meets once a month
during term time. This is a popular and joyous event which has been running for
about three years.
Like many churches, St Barnabas lacks young people. We get support from the
village for fundraising events but there is a need for more understanding that the
church is the people not the building. The churchmanship is middle of the road and
most people would like to have Eucharist every Sunday. With three churches this is
difficult, but many are not inclined to visit other churches in the Benefice.
Many years ago, the three churches in the Benefice co-operated less and functioned
very independently of one another. More recently and especially due to the forced
interregnum period has had one major positive outcome in that the three churches
have much better knowledge of each other’s PCCs and are working together well to
find cover and arrange joint services were appropriate.

Remembrance Service at St Barnabas laying of wreaths.

Patterns of service
Services
First Sunday

10.00 Morning Prayer

Second Sunday

11.00 Eucharist

Third Sunday

9.30 Eucharist

Fourth Sunday

9.30 Eucharist

Fifth Sunday

Joint Service on a rota basis
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The New Vicarage
This is a well-proportioned four bedroom and three reception room detached
property adjacent to St Barnabas church. The house has a parish office with
storeroom, and a downstairs toilet, all of which can be accessed without going
through other parts of the house. The property has gas central heating and double
glazing, a driveway with parking for at least four cars and an enclosed rear garden.

The New Vicarage viewed from the back garden

Sitting room in the New Vicarage
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5. Your application

Thank you for reading our Parish Profile. If you would like more information about
this post please contact:

Revd Colin Pearson
Are Dean, Peak Deanery
Colin2pearson@gmail.com
Tel 01298 938200

For more information about individual parishes please contact:
Jane Dalrymple

Churchwarden St Barnabas Bradwell

01433 621172

Brian Moorhouse

Churchwarden St Edmund Castleton

01433 620690

John Loveless

Churchwarden St Edmund Castleton

01433 623673

Dr Martin Hayes-Allen Churchwarden St Peters Hope

01433 651767

Cheryl Mulvey

07714 954576

Churchwarden St Peters Hope

Useful links
Derby Diocese: http://www.derby.anglican.org/en/
High Peak Borough Council: https://www.highpeak.gov.uk/
Derbyshire Dales Borough Council https://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/
Experience Peak District: https://www.visitpeakdistrict.com/
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Mam Tor, Hope Valley, Peak District
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7650419
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