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Hello from Alan Griggs
the Lead Rural Chaplain
We are extremely grateful to everyone who has contributed
to this edition of the DRC News and we do hope you enjoy
the articles and the authors varied opinions and views.
The DRC News is designed to celebrate the positive contribution of rural
communities in Derbyshire and offer some helpful information. Many farmers I
speak to have missed the banter at Bakewell Livestock Market whilst others have
expressed how much they have appreciated where they live, the land, and the
animals they care for with a renewed perspective and gratitude. Let's pray we hold
onto a renewed perspective as Covid-19 begins to recede here in the UK and pray
for other parts of the world that are facing new waves of infection.
For now, as we all continue to navigate changing times, the DRC team pray for the
Lord to bless you and keep you; to make His face shine upon you and be gracious
to you; to lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. We also hope to
come together for worship in the Main Store ring in Bakewell Livestock Market on
Sunday 17th of October at 2.30pm with the Bishop of Derby, the Rt Rev'd Libby
Lane for a Harvest celebration, if restrictions allow!

Hope and Life in the Months to Come ...
by Rev'd Prof Stella Mills,
Associate Rural Chaplain
Dear Friends,
As I write, lockdown has just been eased sufficiently for folk to visit loved ones
providing they keep to the ‘rule of six’ or two households, at least in England.
Definitely, there is a fresh optimism in the air that Covid-19 may be being defeated
as more and more are vaccinated across our land. Across the denominations,
churches are beginning to re-open for corporate worship while keeping the
restrictions still imposed, such as no hymn-singing and keeping social distance
from each household.
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Our countryside is also showing rejuvenation with the spring lambs skipping and
gambolling in the fields and the shoots of spring corn growing well; in addition, the
flowers and hedgerows are coming into blossom and bluebells have replaced most
daffodils. There is hope….
Yet, the scientists still call us to be cautious about Covid-19. We still have to wear
masks in our shops and the social distancing rules of two metres still apply. But, as
those of us who visit our supermarkets will know, there are some who seem to deny
still the existence of this terrible virus – at least by their behaviour! I have just
returned from a food shopping visit to one of our local supermarkets which has a
large sign at the entrance asking people to shop alone to help prevent the spread of
infection. But the notice is not policed and I saw several couples, mainly retired but
not all, shopping together and browsing the shelves. For many, the notice went
unheeded.
In our countryside, we have seen the signs of new life, especially as spring merges
into summer. For Christians, the celebrations of new life offered at Easter by the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ have already begun to fade as we look to
Pentecost at the end of May. This is the time when Christians celebrate the coming
of the Holy Spirit – a spiritual form of Jesus and God - for the direction of us all on
earth. We access this guidance through prayer and worship and accepting God’s
promises and teaching, while reading our Bibles. Like those people in the
supermarket, we can ignore the signs of God’s good work and carry on selfishly
doing what we want, or, we can turn to God and seek his direction for our lives.
Pentecost, in particular, is a time of renewal and hope for God’s world which we
can access or ignore – the choice is ours.
None of us know what the next few months may bring: it could be a wonderful
summer virtually free of Covid-19 and lockdowns or it could be another summer of
rising deaths and spikes which call for us all to be more vigilant – or a situation in
between these two extremes. But if we seek guidance from the Holy Spirit one thing
is certain: we shall have an inner peace and strength beyond our own as we notice
and follow the signs of God’s wonderful faithfulness to us in his world.
May we all have a blessed summer and enjoy God’s wonderful world.
Many blessings,
Stella
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Meet Our New Associate Rural Chaplain:
Alison Fletcher
As I start out on a new chapter as part of the rural
chaplaincy team, it’s fair to say that various strands of my
life’s experiences have come together, so let me explain and
introduce myself.
I was born in West Yorkshire but spent most of my school
years living in south Manchester before going to university in
Sheffield. I seriously contemplated studying agriculture but in the end I actually
studied geography - my favourite subject at school - because by the age of 16 I
already knew what I hoped to do career-wise. After graduating, I fulfilled that
desire and joined Greater Manchester Police where I enjoyed a challenging and
very varied thirty year career. It certainly provided me with lots of opportunities,
and perhaps one of the most satisfying thing for me was always working as part of
a team. I worked in many teams over the years where I had a variety of
responsibilities but each experience taught me valuable lessons especially about
the importance of supporting each other through the highs and lows.
By the time I retired from policing, my husband and I had moved to the Peak
District to live near Bakewell. Very soon I started to go to Bakewell livestock market
on a Monday as I had always been fascinated and interested in all things ‘farming‘.
I guess in the early days I was a market ‘groupie‘ or one of the hangers-on! One
conversation led to another and very soon I had the opportunity to help part time on
a friend’s sheep farm near Kirk Ireton. I knew nothing about sheep but was very
keen to learn. I am still a novice of course, but eight years later I know that sheep
are not just white woolly things that eat grass! I have learnt so much - not just about
sheep, but also about the farming community whom I have the utmost respect for.
My Christian faith journey started when I was aged ten and I’ve been active in
church life ever since, undertaking a variety of leadership roles. I was wondering
what this stage of my life might be about and I now have a wonderful opportunity to
be part of the rural chaplaincy team.
It will be so good to go back into the market and catch up with all the friends I’ve
not seen in a long time and to meet and chat to new people. The weather and stock
prices will always offer plenty of subject matter!
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Derbyshire Farmers'
Harvest Festival
2.30 pm Sunday 17th October 2021
at Bakewell Livestock Market
We welcome the Bishop of Derby the Rt Rev'd Libby Lane
Derbyshire Poet Philip Holland &
Bel Canto and St Anne's Church choir from Baslow
The service will also be recorded
and can be viewed after the
event on our website
Supporting farming's oldest & largest
charity & the DRC's welfare fund

Contact Rev'd Alan Griggs on 07710 088972 for more details
or email a.griggs@ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk
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Greetings from the Dean of Derby!
Greeting to all the readers of the Derbyshire Rural Chaplaincy
newsletter. It’s a privilege to be asked to introduce myself as
the new Dean of Derby. As some will know I arrived in the
Diocese of Derby in July 2021, towards the end of the first
lockdown.
In my previous ministry I was Archdeacon of Lindisfarne in the Diocese of
Newcastle and responsible for supporting and working with the rural church in
Northumberland. I was for eleven years a trustee of Community Action
Northumberland, the ‘rural community council’ for the County, the equivalent of our
Rural Action Derbyshire. As someone who was born in south west London
suburbia and who had previously ministered in the east end of Newcastle upon
Tyne, I found myself moving from the ‘inner urban’ to the ‘outer rural’ in one fell
swoop. I became immersed in the rural communities of Northumberland and
embarked on a journey of discovery about rural life and its contrasting dynamics to
the previous settings I had served in. The rural church was a good example of this.
Relative to the local population Sunday attendance was larger, and so were
electoral rolls, leading to a greater impact on peoples’ lives per capita of population.
Its mission and ministry felt different: a high sense of belonging even if actual
attendance was not so frequent; a reliance on team-working to help the local
church cover the large geographical distances involved; and the deep connection
between outreach and pastoral care – these were just some of the distinctive
features arising from the church’s rural setting.
Before I left the North East, I was able to observe the ways in which rural
communities were able to capitalise on their in-built togetherness and respond
rapidly to the early impact of Coronavirus. One great story involved a farming family
who lent a refrigerated van to one of our remote rural parishes. The Parochial
Church Council insured it and began to make deliveries of food and prescriptions to
outlying settlements. It was such a good example of partnership working, but the
important point was that the relationships were already in place to make a
response to a crisis happen.
There are many such stories in rural communities across Derbyshire and there is
also much else in common with Northumberland – the remoteness of many
settlements, similar patterns of land ownership, the same variety of agriculture,
although perhaps there are more dairy farms in this part of the country. The latter
are important to me because in my gap year between school and university - far
too many years ago now! - I learnt how to milk cows on a carousel in a Kibbutz on
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Israel’s Mediterranean coast and lead teams of local workers, sometimes up to
three times a day. I look forward to learning more about local agriculture and to
getting to know our rural communities.
However, moving back to the city and particularly to a cathedral ministry in a city
centre, it’s my hope that I might find ways of linking the urban with the rural. In
practice there are many connections through commuting, supply of food and the
pursuit of leisure. Sometimes the flows can be weighted against the rural setting
and to its disadvantage, as we have seen so clearly during COVID as sometimes
the countryside felt unreasonably overcrowded with visitors. I would like to find
ways of helpfully growing the city’s relationship with its rural hinterland and
brokering the right sort of dialogue between city centre communities and rural
communities, including the rural church.
Derby Cathedral is there to serve the whole
diocese, that is parishes of the towns and villages
in East Staffordshire and Derbyshire and the
suburbs of Derby City. The Cathedral has a
physical presence in Derby, but our mission and
reach are to the whole of the Diocese. We are
there to be the seat of the Bishop’s teaching
ministry – cathedra is a Greek word for seat – and
a centre for mission and worship.

Source: Derby City guide

Now that we are emerging from the third lockdown, I hope to spend at least one
Sunday per month outside of the Cathedral visiting parishes throughout the
diocese. I hope over the course of a year to visit a range of rural communities.
With Derby Diocese, like the rest of the Church of England, developing a new vision
and facing some challenging questions about its future, so Derby Cathedral is also
reflecting on its future and planning for change. It’s my plan that the relationship
between the rural and the urban, and the key question about how we together can
develop the relationship between different types of communities, will feature in the
Cathedral’s reflections about its future.
In the meantime – thank you for reading this and my very good wishes to everyone
who supports the rural communities which the Derbyshire Rural Chaplaincy seeks
to serve.
Peter Robinson
Dean of Derby
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Plan Ahead and Make Farming Safe
by Robert Helliwell
By the time you read this I will be drawing my pension. How
time flies! We took the decision to stop full-time farming
and managing a campsite back in 2018, gave the landlord
the required notice and planned a sale for March 2020. The
winter and spring of 2019/20 involved endless wet weather
plus there was looming this strange thing called Covid-19.

Hope or prayer and hard work got us through that time and we settled in our new
home in March 2020. That major upheaval required a good deal of thought and
advanced planning.
Farming is always like that; the need for planning is always there, but it seems our
industry is being challenged much more over these last 18 months. Because we
opted out of the EU there is a realisation that BPS is going to disappear over the
next few years to be replaced by the new environmental scheme, ELM. Covid has
meant less social contact with other farmers, but much increased public use of the
countryside. Farming has always faced new challenges, new guidance, new
schemes, new rules. It is a dynamic industry and farmers rise to challenges, but it
does make planning for the future much more difficult. Current good market prices
provide a cushion, but history tells us that it will not last for ever. So while the going
is good there is a need to plan for the future – for your future. Farmers may not be
the best at financial planning so getting an expert in can prove cost effective.
Health and safety on farms should be ingrained in our business management – not
just paid lip service. All industry has to adhere to H&S rules; farming is no different
but the nature of our work means that checking and minimising risks is really
important. Consider the knock on effects of injury to your key farm staff; safety
training is much cheaper than a life.
Derbyshire Farmers Management Committee* has been concerned about the poor
safety record in farming and is trying to do something about it. The industry needs
to adopt a safety culture to cut down on the number of farm accidents across the
country. Quad bike training was DFMC’s first subsidised training course followed by
‘Safer Cattle Handling’ in conjunction with Bagshaws. These courses are for
farmers’ benefit, set up by farmers. Please use them.
*(Derbyshire Farmers Management Committee looks after the residual assets of the old Derbyshire NFU County
Group)
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The Killing Fields
We have to stop!
We have to stop jumping onto quad bikes without a helmet
on. We’re all guilty of it. It’s just like it was before there
were roll bars on tractors or seat belt wearing became
mandatory. Nobody questions those now and we all know
many lives have been saved by their introduction.
The same has to be true for helmet wearing on quad bikes. People are unnecessarily losing
their lives. It’s believed over half of quad bike fatalities could have been avoided by wearing
a helmet. Sadly, a young man was killed in Derbyshire recently and this has prompted so
many people to say "I was lucky when I rolled my bike". However, each one of those
incidents could have been a death of a father, son, daughter or wife.
In Derbyshire we are trying to do something about it. Subsidised training is being offered to:
Help you understand how to safely ride machines and avoid the roll in the first place
Learn the basic maintenance needed to use ATVs safely
Understand why using a crash helmet every time really is a no brainer!
The saving on the cost of training will mean you can buy a helmet which will reduce the risk
of death should a roll or accident occur.

Safe Use of Quad Bikes on Farm
Do you own and/or use a quad bike on your farm?
Money off training and assessment for Safe Use of ATVs plus
you could win an approved safety helmet
(wearing a suitable helmet can help to prevent serious injury and save your life)

DFMC are offering to fund around 2/3 of the cost of training.
Register your interest now to be entered in the draw for a helmet.
For more information and to register contact Robert Helliwell at:
DerbysFMC@outlook.com
To take part you need to be farming in Derbyshire and
provide your own approved helmet for use on a quad bike.

#MakeFarmingSafe

DFMC

Derbyshire Farmers Management Committee
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Agricultural Transition Programme
by Andrew Critchlow
Derbyshire NFU County Adviser
At the end of November 2020, the Secretary of State for DEFRA, George Eustice
launched the Agricultural Transition Programme (ATP) and every business
registered with the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) was sent a booklet entitled
‘Farming is Changing’. This was a straightforward read, which is quite unusual for
DEFRA but the downside of this was that there was little detail and there has not
been much since. What we do know is how much BPS will reduce each year until
2024; by then it will be worth at least 50% and be gone altogether by 2028. The
cuts will be applied like tax bands: this year 2021, payments up to £30,000 will
have a 5% reduction, payments between £30,000 & £50,000 will be cut by 10%.
So, if your payment is £40,000 the first £30,000 is cut by 5% and the remaining
£10,000 by 10% and so on for larger payments.
So how will farmers recoup some of what is lost from BPS? The Government has
promised to maintain the total funding of agricultural & environmental for the
duration of this parliament, ie towards the end of 2024 if it lasts 5 years. As money
is removed from BPS it will be redirected into at least 10 schemes referred to in the
Farming is Changing booklet and some of those have several elements within
them.
The most pressing announcements we are waiting for is the Lump Sum Exit
Scheme, described as ‘to help farmers who wish to retire to do so’. A consultation
is due anytime and final details later in the year. This leaves precious little time,
especially for tenants, to plan for what is billed as a 2022 implementation date so
we are pressing for this to be extended. The same consultation will also cover
'Delinking'. This is where payments will be linked to a reference year and payments
can be claimed even if you are not farming the land; an incoming person farming
that land will not receive payments though.
The main way farmers will receive future annual payments is through the
Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELM). This will have three
components: Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI), Local Nature Recovery and
Landscape Recovery. The first details of SFI have been released as the eight
‘standards’ such as management of improved grassland which itself has three
levels. The greater the environmental measures, the higher the level and the higher
the payments. The first 1,000 farmers have been recruited for the first pilot to test
these standards.
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In 2022 SFI will be available to all farmers and details of how to apply will be
published later this year.
The other two components of ELM will be similar to the Higher Level Schemes we
are used to in Higher Level Stewardship or Countryside Stewardship, focusing on
habitat creation or management.
The other proposed schemes will offer capital grants a plenty for the right
investment. The current Countryside Capital Grants Scheme will morph into the
Farming Investment Fund and we expect a Slurry Investment Scheme for new (and
hopefully updating existing) slurry and manure stores plus equipment; Animal
Health and Welfare Pathway – capital grants and subsidised vet visits for health
and welfare planning and testing.
Related to water quality is the Catchment Sensitive Farming Scheme. Grants for
this have been limited to certain areas of Derbyshire but this could well be
expanded to all or nearly all areas.
With the current push for more trees, expect several new planting schemes and
probably a better one for small woodland projects.
Within the Peak District National Park, a Farming in Protected Landscapes scheme
offering advice and small grants – again more details expected soon and open for
business later this year.
Countryside Stewardship remains open until 2023 for new applications but it has
been simplified and expanded. It is worth enquiring to see if it could work for you on
at least some of your land. It also offers grants for hedges, walls and also air
quality related items including automatic slurry scrapers.
Finally, there is advice and support to navigate this change: Phase two of the
Farming Resilience Fund which offers individual reviews of the farm’s finances and
possible future options, will open in the autumn.
Locally, The Farming Life Centre is running events:
contact Lorna Critchlow on 01629 810903
Look out for events and details provided by the NFU members can use NFU Callfirst: 0370 845 8458
or I am at Bakewell Market most Mondays or call: 07880 385685
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Here to Support Farmers as a New Era Dawns
by Lorna Critchlow
THE Farming Life Centre is rolling out a new project which
aims to reach out and engage with farmers and rural
communities across the Peak District and surrounding
areas. Working in conjunction with The Prince’s
Countryside Fund, the charity’s ‘Farm Your Future’ project
will offer practical support to farmers looking to improve their long-term business
sustainability by helping them prepare for the future amid what is undoubtedly a
period of great change for the industry.
Rachel Metcalfe, who manages The Farming Life Centre from its base at Bakewell
Livestock Market, explained: “As we begin to recover from the effects of COVID 19,
Brexit implications and the introduction of new environmental schemes, we want to
ensure rural communities have all the support they need to get back on track. By
having someone to talk to and share the challenges they face they can hopefully
look ahead to a brighter and more secure future.”
I joined the FLC in February as Rural Resilience and Business Development
Coordinator and I will be helping Rachel to deliver the project. I am a farmer’s
daughter, living on a busy dairy farm in the White Peak with my husband and two
children and I understand the challenges faced by rural families. We really hope
this project will offer some assistance to farmers and rural businesses as they
navigate their way through the uncertainty of the months ahead. One of our main
goals is to encourage people to access support within their communities. We want
to create opportunities for people to come together and develop a network of
support where they can share ideas and work together. Over the course of the year
we plan to host a series of workshops and training opportunities from industry
experts to give our local farm businesses some useful tools and practical ideas that
they can take forward and utilise. The project is still at its formative stage so we
would love for members of the rural community to help us shape it into something
really beneficial.
For more information about the ‘Farm Your Future’ project and the support
available please email info@thefarminglifecentre.org.uk
or telephone 01629 810903
If you would like to support the work of The Farming Life Centre,
we are currently on the look-out for new trustees.
Please get in touch if you would like to get involved.
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Meet RABI's Regional Welfare Officer
for Derbyshire - Caroline Harrison
The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI) has been
providing support to the farming community since 1860.
Originally established to support farming ‘widows and
orphans’, the charity has continually evolved to offer support to
farmers, farm workers, farming family members and to those
who are no longer able to work or have retired following a career within agriculture.

Historically best known for providing financial assistance, RABI also provide
practical support and guidance across a range of other areas including housing,
debt management and social security benefits, to name a few. Every application is
considered on its own merits no matter the size of the issues presented, be they big
or small.
Having supported farming people throughout England and Wales for generations,
RABI has recently announced an ambitious 5-year strategy to evolve its services to
better meet the changing needs of farming people. Against a backdrop of growing
challenges in the sector, managing mental wellbeing is emerging as one of the
most significant issues facing farming people today. Believing that early intervention
and one-to-one support are essential to ensuring mental wellbeing, RABI has
recently introduced a confidential online wellbeing and counselling website tailored
for farming people. This free, safe and anonymous service, can be easily accessed
via the link at rabi.org.uk. We are also excited to understand the outcomes of the
#BigFarmingSurvey which closed on 31st March 2021. The data that is collected
will enable us and our partners to develop effective tools and support strategies for
farming people in years to come.
Within the organisation, each area of England and Wales has a regional welfare
officer (our sister charity RSABI providing support for farming people in Scotland).
As the Regional Welfare Officer for the Heart of England area, I provide support
across Warwickshire (where I live), Staffordshire, the West Midlands,
Leicestershire, and Rutland. Following the recent retirement of a colleague, I now
also provide support in Derbyshire. I am really excited to provide support in this
beautiful county, having passed though often on my travels.
My background is not in farming, it is in welfare rights and helping people to access
what they are entitled to. I have huge admiration and respect for the farming

Contact DRC on 07710 088972

community and really value my experience from working with the members that I
already have. I find that bringing our knowledge and experiences together really
helps to work towards a positive outcome.
We realise that it can feel really daunting to seek support, however I would
encourage anyone to give the RABI freephone helpline a call on 0808 281 9490.
Our vision is that no member of the farming community should ever have to face
adversity alone and by having that preliminary chat, it really can make all the
difference. Following that initial chat, a welfare officer, such as myself, will then
contact you to discuss how we can help you to find solutions for the issues you
face and how to support you in moving forward.
The team of regional welfare officers have been working throughout the pandemic,
primarily over the phone and the helpline remains very much open, so please do
give us a call. As soon as we can, we are looking forward to being able to visit
face-to-face again as restrictions lift and when people from the community feel
comfortable with this.
If you have any questions or
wish to make a referral,
please contact 0808 281 9490

Helpful Contact Numbers
for Advice & Support

Struggling and not sure where to turn?

Through just one phone call, farmers in need
can access free, impartial and confidential
support from all four charities:
RABI, Addington Fund, FCN, and Forage
Aid.
Call 03000 111 999
Helpline (operated by FCN) open 7am-11pm
every day of the year
Whatever you're going through, a Samaritan
will face it with you. We're here 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.
Call FREE from any phone on 116 123
or email jo@samaritans.org
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Farming and Conservation
by Angela Sargent
Twenty years ago we took the decision to become an
extensive livestock farm after having grown corn fairly
intensively for many years previously. We had young children,
BSE had impacted on us financially, as had Foot and Mouth
disease and we were in a position where farming wasn’t paying enough for us to
afford extra help. I think crunch time was when we had to load two twenty-five
tonne grain lorries in one day with just one auger and our two shovels! We looked
into Countryside Stewardship and decided that was for us - a regular income to
cover the rent and, as we both had a strong interest in nature, a pleasurable means
of doing so and it meant we became extensive which helped with some of the later
regulations imposed on agriculture as well as meaning we could generally run the
farm between us.
Over the years we have laid and replanted most of our hedges, left wide margins
around our remaining arable fields for ground nesting birds and small mammals
and created wildlife corridors leading from spinney to wood. I’ve been the ‘gofor’
when hubby has done the actual hedge laying but I’ve done most of the planting up
gaps - sometimes in torrential rain, sometimes in bitter cold winds and sometimes
in t-shirt during February and March! We plant an area sown with seed for
partridge etc that provides habitat and food all year round and have a low input limit
on most of our pasture which is still ridge and furrow. The knock-on effect is that
insect numbers have increased too and that has brought more birds (including
many on the RSPB ‘red’ and ‘amber’ lists), more small mammals and also provides
food for those such as barn owls etc.
I particularly remember chatting to a Natural England
person about a specific plant they were very keen on
preserving and bemoaning the fact that I didn’t think we
had it, when he pointed out it was growing under my
feet! I’d seen it grow to over 18” and was looking in the
hedges when it was actually growing in the pasture.
After ten years the scheme changed to HLS/ELS
(higher and entry level schemes) and so the targets
were less aimed at our environment, but as we liked
the changes we had made we kept most.
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We are still a commercial farm and our environment
has to work round us and our livestock as much as
we have to work round it. Our cattle herd and sheep
flock are an important part of the scheme, acting as
mobile manurers and the ‘sheep’s foot roller’ is
particularly useful after wet periods.
It’s very important that our consumers see what
farmers are doing for the environment particularly on
social media so I’m one of a growing bunch who post
short videos and photos showing what daily life on a
farm is like and show our berry laden hedges and
multi habitat areas etc. I don’t think that not being in
an environmental scheme means there is no thriving
wildlife or plant life, but our way suits us as it has
provided an income and we think it has benefitted the
farm as a whole.

FREE - The Farmart Magazine
As well as picking up a copy from the
dispenser at Bakewell Market, did you know
you can get a copy of The Farmart magazine
posted direct to your farm?
It’s a handy directory of agricultural suppliers &
services, as well as being a source of
information about what’s occurring in the rural
community.
Just contact The Farmart office on
01625 529900 or email@thefarmart.co.uk with
your name & address and you’ll be added to
the free postal mailing list.
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Climate Change and the Challenges We
Face by Godfrey Meynell
Greetings! A cold dry spring with very little grass; farmers
are rightly worried about the weather changing. How do we
combat climate change, restore biodiversity, feed a growing
world population and allow farmers to make a living?
Scientists say what we do in the next 10 years will affect
thousands of years of life on the planet. David Attenborough declares "We cannot
be too radical in our response to this danger". The late great physicist Stephen
Hawking implored us to act collectively to combat climate change and warned us
that humans could become extinct within a hundred years. He had one of the most
brilliant minds of the last generation. Our Government knows the danger we are in:
in a recent paper circulating in the Foreign Office it said that if current climate
change continues, the peoples of North Africa will no longer be able to grow food
within thirty years. Many Africans and others are already desperately struggling to
survive the climate crisis caused by us in the North.
As Christians, we believe we have a Heavenly Father who loves us deeply but He
also loves all the other creatures He created. So what can we in Derbyshire do to
respond to these challenges? Let me share a different perspective with you, one
however that I do not expect all to share.
My views have changed over the years; I have spent a considerable amount of my
life raising beef and lamb as well as home grown turkeys, geese and chickens,
selling some at farmer's markets. I now believe plant based diets should mostly be
predominant. If you grow a tonne of oats and people eat this as porridge you
deliver them a finite amount of energy. If you feed those oats to animals and either
milk the animal or feed the animal to people as meat, you lose at least 80 percent
of the calories. The land implications are that where you have five fields delivering
calories into peoples' diets using meat and dairy, the same calorific value can be
achieved with one field using plants directly. If we can help the move to people
eating a plant based diet we can free up significant amounts of land which is at
present either being grazed or ploughed up to feed arable crops to stock.
Nationally it has been calculated that if people
moved to a plant based diet, 3 million ha would
deliver what 17 million ha do at present. With freed
up land, we in Derbyshire could greatly increase
wetlands, ponds, wildflower meadows, (some
grazing animals would still be needed), and
Source: Hamlyns
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woodlands, restoring populations of butterflies,
swallows, dragonflies, whole ecosystems and drawing
down carbon, helping the global effort to combat the
climate crisis.
Source: Bangor University

Remuneration might be by government or private sector
offsets. We might, of course, need some of the land to feed
climate refugees.
The final challenge would be to let more people be involved with the land, eg,
through tree planting, allotments, gardens, community orchards, bird watching or
community supported agriculture. This way we would be helping in the healing both
of people and creation.

Digital Champions
As more day-to-day services move online, particularly as a result of the
pandemic, it is becoming even more important that we know how to stay
safe when using the internet. Whether it’s shopping online or staying
connected with friends and family on social media,
our Digital Champions are here for you!
Our trained team are on hand to help you improve your confidence using
technology safely. Our volunteers go through a DBS check and safeguarding
training to ensure we keep you safe.
If you would like to know more, or volunteer to become a Digital Champion,
please get in touch with Christabel Holland
Christabel Holland
Mobile: 07743850127
Email: c.holland@ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk
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Discovering a New Passion
by Charlotte Atkinson
I’m Charlotte Atkinson a senior member of Ashover Young
Farmers and club treasurer. I have been a member of the club
for over 12 years now and the biggest misconception of Young
Farmers is that you have to be a farmer…you don’t! As long
as you are aged between 10-28 and have an interest in
anything to do with the countryside or agriculture, then you
should give it a whirl!
I moved into Ashover at the age of 15 and knew no one when I joined following the
recommendation of, believe it or not, my hairdresser, who at the time was a senior
member of the club. The club was a way to make new friends and meet local
people. It was one of the best things I have ever done and I would recommend
joining young farmers to anyone in a heartbeat. The competitions and events that
young farmers hold from sheep shearing, stock judging and tractor driving to
drama, tug of war and public speaking to name a few, I think many would agree
there is something for everyone!
This year I entered the Senior Member of the Year competition which comprised of
filling in a synopsis form about myself and my involvement in young farmers
followed by an interview. Much to my surprise I was placed first and progressed to
the next round, the East Midlands area. As I am writing this I await those results…
will I make it through to the national finals? I hope I do.
Over the past year in lockdown, I have really appreciated nature and my
surroundings more and this has made me question my impact on the environment
and how I can become more sustainable and reduce my carbon footprint. Last
March, I asked my dad if I could have a small space to create a vegetable garden,
little did I know I would find a love for gardening and in particular growing
vegetables. Something that started as a small patch grew quickly and got bigger
and bigger and I think I surprised many and myself
by what I achieved, especially those who thought I
may be lucky enough just to get a few carrots before
I got bored! However, there is something so
satisfying about sowing a seed and a few months
later harvesting what you have grown yourself, and
the taste is so much better! If you fancy growing
your own, don’t think you have missed the boat,
there is plenty that can still be sown and you may
Charlotte's allotment
surprise yourself!
Derbyshire Young Farmers: derbyshireyfc.org.uk

National Federation of Young Farmers: nfyfc.org.uk
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Organic Farming: a Conversion from Farm to Head!
by Nick Adams
It is said that life is a journey. A farming life is also a journey as
our experiences and learning shape our thinking and ultimately
the way we farm. This year it will be twenty years since
completing the process of conversion to organic farming.
There were many personal experiences and reasons for the
change: health concerns from the use of agricultural
chemicals; environmental damage observed both in acute
events and gradual decline; the use of fossil fuel-based inputs
and the impacts of climate change.
But the main driver was economic. Having started farming on my own account in
1991 the impact of BSE in 1996 following the previous year’s drought was
devastating to my fledgling business. After struggling for some years, I started the
conversion in 1999 and within months I had a positive cash flow and this has been
consistent over time. In 2007 the business was sound enough to finance the
purchase of an adjoining 90 acres adding to the 50 acres bought from my parents.
With rented land the farm is 160 acres in a ring fence. It is simple and low cost to
operate on my own and allows a decent income and lifestyle.
After converting the farm, you have to convert your head - a much longer and more
difficult process! Initially you try to obtain “organic” inputs and work out how to use
derogations, permitted allowances and withdrawal periods. Over time you adjust to
farming in partnership with nature and relearn sound farming principles such as
mixed farming, rotations and nutrient cycling. My system is based on spring calving
Aberdeen Angus suckler cows. They are not housed, the calves are not weaned
and the aim is to maximise grazing. They have natural shelter, spring water and any
sacrificed feeding areas are subsequently cropped. A flock of frequent lambing
Polled Dorsets are also kept along a similar low input system but the January
lambers require housing and supplementary feed.
Leys are maintained for 3-5 years and then
spring cropped and under sown for 1-2 years.
Recently I have re-seeded with diverse herbal
leys and have been very pleased with their
productivity, especially in dry spells, and the
animal’s performance. Soil tests are very
encouraging; the system is increasing nutrient
availability and organic matter.
Nick's cattle grazing herbal ley last year
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Further changes planned are to implement a stricter
grazing rotation, which requires a water distribution
system and reducing arable cultivations. Of course
there are challenges but it works and there is scope
for big improvements in productivity and profitability.
So as my journey continues I find myself in a fortunate
position with the wisdom of experience combined with
the drive of optimism and enthusiasm to move
confidently forward to meet the future.

Waist high oats last year

My companions for the ride
are my brother James and
his friend John Rees with
whom I have undertaken
many continental bike trips,
alas not possible last year.
The fourth man is Mark
Ramsden a long-time friend
from Derbyshire.
The challenge is substantial
and is undertaken in true
British amateur fashion ie it
would
be
considered
cheating to do much
training.
We intend to have a tracker
system in place which will
allow interested parties to
follow
progress
and
perhaps turn out to spur us
on at various points along
the way.
We
would
welcome
sponsorship and donations
to
make
our
efforts
worthwhile.
Thank you for your support.
Alastair Sneddon
Senior Partner
Bagshaws LLP
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My Life by George Andrew Adams (Nick Adams' Father!)
I always wanted to farm. My father died when I was 7 years old. We had a small
holding in Kirk Langley and had some pigs and a house cow.
We moved to my grandmother’s
house in Kirk Langley where I
went to school and regularly went
to the Church and sang in the
choir. However much of my time
was spent with my grandparents,
George and Ethel Adams at Ivy
House Farm, Mackworth where
he had a small dairy herd.
Andrew and Pat

Andrew with a large black pig in 1939

Mackworth in the 1920s
George & Vera Adams (Andrew's parents)
at their wedding in Kirk Langley

Joe Morley on tractor with shotgun ready for shooting
rabbits. Grandad George on binder.
Andrew age 10 on wheel.
On Mr A Smith's farm, Mackworth

My mother thought I should learn a
trade. I thought that an apprenticeship
in mechanical engineering would
combine with farming and so I became
an apprentice at Brailsford garage and
studied at Derby Technical College. I
could not avoid National Service and
was with the REME based in
Colchester and in 1956 I found myself
on active service in Cyprus. On
reflection, my time in the Army taught
me much for which I am grateful.
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Grandfather George using his car to pull the trailer in 1939

I married Pat and we bought our first
home, Lea Lane Farm, Rodsley,
where I milked a few cows and had
sheep. By 1968, the stock numbers
had grown and we had 2 children,
Karen and Nicholas and that same
year we bought Crystal Springs
Farm, Brailsford. We increased our
Jersey herd and in later years, we
separated the milk and had a good
trade selling our Jersey cream
I was on the Brailsford Ploughing Match committee and Pat was running the
Ashbourne Show Light Horse section. She had previously had ponies and I had
always supported the Meynell Hunt as did my grandfather George Adams and so I
suppose it was inevitable that our children were encouraged to ride. After a
successful career with show ponies, our daughter Karen went on to eventing with
her well known horse, Country Cousin. This range of experiences led us to be
involved with many equestrian activities. I myself, however, have never ridden a
horse!
I had developed a keen interest in hedge laying and was taught by John Stafford
MBE. This interest was to develop and become the foundation for my future life. I
developed angina and found milking difficult so Pat and I decided to retire and in
1991 we bought a property near Lanchester in County Durham and were close to
our daughter.
Cutting our field hedge at the side of the A691 one day, I realised people were
stopping, looking and asking questions. I was visited by someone from Durham
County Council who was responsible for the setting up of their conservation policy. I
was asked to meet with the Council and as a result, the Durham Hedge Laying
Partnership was established. We organised a hedge laying competition which
became an annual event and annual training courses began. It is intriguing to meet
the aspiring hedge layers, men and women of all ages and backgrounds, all eager
to learn and understand this ancient craft and to help preserve and promote our
flora and fauna.
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I became more involved with the National Hedge Laying Association and also with
the Great Yorkshire Show where I was a member of the Tye Trophy Group created to encourage the sustainability, viability and conservation of farms of all
types. We were privileged to visit and judge farms in Yorkshire, Northumberland
and County Durham - a fascinating experience.
In 2011 I was elected President of the National Hedge Laying Association of which
HRH The Prince of Wales is the patron. What an honour to be able not just to meet
him, but to walk about and discuss matters with him; what a knowledgeable and
understanding man he is. In this role, I was required to attend events around the
country which was wonderful as we travelled to areas that we would never have
thought of visiting. To commemorate my election, our daughter Karen founded
another hedge laying competition which we called 'the North East hedge laying
event' and annual competitions are held in County Durham and Northumberland.
Meanwhile, our son Nicholas in Derbyshire, continued the Meynell Hunt competition
which I had helped to found with Brian Goodall and John Stafford. It is rewarding to
know that all of these events are still ongoing.
After such a busy but fascinating life, we decided to downsize and bought a
bungalow in Darley Abbey in 2017 - back home!

Rural safety & crime prevention
Derbyshire Constabulary takes the approach that a rural crime is a crime that takes
place in a rural location and includes:
Farm and agricultural related crime: theft of, or damage to plant
vehicles, equipment or livestock
Wildlife and environmental related crime: animal cruelty,
poaching, badger baiting, killing or taking of wild birds or damage
of protected habitats
Heritage related crime: theft, damage or removal of articles from
historic sites.

We know that many members of rural communities can feel vulnerable due to many factors,
including the remoteness of properties and the lack of easy access to infrastructure such as
telecoms, the internet and some services. Rural crime is of course not limited to agricultural
crime issues and our guide is intended to provide all members of rural communities with
information to help protect themselves and their communities. The guide covers some of the
greatest areas of vulnerability which can affect rural communities, and key contact information
for partner agencies who can provide help, advice and support.
You can download a copy of the Derbyshire Rural Safety and Crime Prevention Guide from the following locations:
Derbyshire Constabulary website: https://bit.ly/3iIdka7
Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service website: https://bit.ly/3t0knjx

Emergency: 999

Non-emergency: 101
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Abbotsholme - Our Story
Abbotsholme is an independent day and
boarding school for boys and girls aged 2-18
years. Located on the border of Derbyshire and
Staffordshire, sitting on the banks of the River
Dove and set within 140 acres, Abbotsholme is
unique in so many ways, but not least in
providing its pupils with hands on experience on
its own farm.

Our founder, Dr Cecil Reddie, introduced the farm to Abbotsholme in 1889,
supporting the school ethos of providing a well-rounded education in all areas both
within and outside of the classroom and this continues today.
Today our 70 acre farm caters for cows, sheep, pigs, goats, turkey’s (after
September) hens and other small animals such as rabbits. Our home reared meat is
used within the school environment, enforcing the “farm to fork” principle. The farm
provides quality hands-on experience for pupils from our nursery to Year 13 in
animal handling and husbandry and all pupils have regular visits to the farm.
From Year 3 to Year 9, pupils
access our weekly “carousel”. The
carousel provides half a day per
week on a half termly basis split
between the following areas: farm
& equestrian, performing arts and
outdoor education.

Our lambing season is both a magical and realistic time on the farm, providing
pupils with a practical taste of the realities of working within the industry (and usually
in cold and wet weather), giving them a down to earth insight. As the pupils progress
through the school years, they are able to join the 'lambing rota' whereby the older
year groups stay overnight on the farm and monitor the ewes and lambs every four
hours. As we all know, farming is hard work and can be stressful and as well as
offering times of great joy, there are also times tinged with sadness and our pupils
are faced with all. This is a great life lesson going forward for them and whether
studying agriculture as a subject, or just enjoying one of the many experiences on
offer at Abbotsholme, memories that will never be forgotten are sure to be made.
At GCSE level, pupils are able to study general agriculture, soil, principles of plant
growth, crop production, livestock anatomy and physiology, livestock production and
health, pasture management, farm structures and tools. Time is split equally
between the classroom and practical projects on the farm and estate.
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At BTEC level 3 National Extended Certificate
in Agriculture, time is split between the
classroom and farm. Pupils work with the
school’s breeding sheep flock and pedigree
British White cattle herd, taking a full part in all
the activities required as part of the year round
farming calendar. This involves lambing,
preparing livestock for market, ensuring that
housing and welfare management is maintained
at a high level.

In year 13, we elect a pupil farm manager to oversee the
running of the farm by working closely with the school farm
manager.
In addition to all of the above, we also have a young farmers
club and our pupils also attend and show at local agriculture
shows including the Staffordshire Show, Ashbourne Show,

Manifold Show and the Brailsford ploughing competition. Our farm has also been
fortunate enough to make a special appearance on BBC's Countryfile in recent
years.
There is never a dull moment at Abbotsholme, whether it be down on the farm, in
our equestrian centre, with our outdoor education department, or taking part in one
of the many activities we provide to pupils, such as bee keeping, kayaking and
sports - all in addition to providing a top quality academic education.
Furthermore, this year, we are providing a new incentive – our “Pro-@ctive Summer
Camp“. This is open to ages 5-18 years and children have the opportunity to
experience life on our farm if they wish – they do not have to be a member of the
school to attend. This is our Headteacher’s direct response to the effect the
pandemic has potentially had on young people both mentally and physically. Come
and let off steam, have fun, and make new friends. Please contact our Admissions
Department on the number below for more details.
The best way to appreciate Abbotsholme is to visit us. We can assure that you will
receive a very warm welcome, be given a tour and the opportunity to chat with our
Head and teachers.
Contact details
Admissions Office 01889 590217
email: enquiries@abbotsholme.co.uk
or visit our website: www.abbotsholme.co.uk
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Hannah & John Young's Little Farm Shop
The Little Farm Shop is a new venture based on a small,
pedigree, Jersey dairy farm near Carsington Water Reservoir. It
supplies local people from Kniveton and surrounding villages.
The farm shop was set up by Hannah and John Young.
Hannah has carried on in the footsteps of her grandfather and
father, farming Jersey cows from the residence at Winn Farm.
Hannah has had a great interest in the farm and farming from a very young age. She
was always her father’s shadow, getting involved and helping out whenever she got
the chance. When Hannah’s grandad had to retire due to a broken shoulder, Hannah
took on the milking, did an AI course as well as carry out the other day to day tasks
along with her father.
Hannah’s mum did all of the admin for the farm and always dreamed of having a
farm shop and tea rooms. Unfortunately she was unable to fulfil that dream as she
lost her battle with cancer in 2014. It was an extremely hard time for the family but
they kept the farm going and the farm equally kept them going!
The farm shop came about largely thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic. When the
country went into lockdown in March 2020, Hannah and John decided that they had
the means and capability to help their neighbours and other locals access everyday
food essentials. By using their connections in the dairy business, they were able to
get butter, creams, yogurts and other dairy products delivered to the farm. They
contacted Spencers of Ashbourne to place weekly bakery orders and were then also
able to deliver bakery items directly to people’s doorsteps. Seeing the need for a
more local food shop, the idea for The Little Farm Shop was born and in November,
the doors were opened to the public.
Hannah and John have done their best to source produce as locally as possible; the
dairy goods are from Longley Farm who uses the milk produced by the Jersey herd
at Winn Farm. Beef is directly from Winn Farm itself and the pork is from Round
Oak Pork & Poultry at Mercaston. Other items include jams, chutneys and pickles,
and a range of gifts.

The Little Farm Shop opens 10am-5pm Wednesdays and Fridays, 10am-4pm
on Saturdays. We look forward to seeing you at Winn Farm, Kniveton DE6 1JJ
or find us on Facebook: TheLittleFarmShopKniveton
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With thanks to The Prince’s Countryside Fund

A cut-out and keep prayer
Tractor Prayer
Thank you, God, for farmers!
For those people who have touched the soil,
who have known it intimately; the feel of it in their fingernails,
the taste of it, the way it smells after the rain.
For those who have cared for animals, touched them,
heard their cries, nurtured them carefully.
Being a farmer can be a hard life: the bills don’t match the income,
the weather doesn’t co-operate or the markets are fickle.
Be with farmers, Lord, their families and communities
in hard times as well as good.
Help us to create a society where farmers are respected
and compensated for their work fairly.
Help us to personally be thankful for their work,
that sustains us in the most basic way possible.
We pray for farmers and communities around the world
where the rain did not come, or the rain came too hard, or too late.
For those whose soil is depleted, or who cannot afford the cost of production.
So many in the world are hungry today because of a poor or non-existent
harvest, or because war interrupted the harvest.
Open the hearts of the world, open our hearts to be generous,
to share the bounty that you give us.
All of our farming relies on the good earth and we pray for the earth today too.
Help us to take care of it, help us to cherish it,
help us pass it on, safely, to a new generation.
Guide our governments to make wise decisions regarding the earth.
We are so thankful for the beautiful home you provide for us.
It’s your gift to us, and we thank you for it.
Amen
From Emanual College, Australia
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