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Church Security 

Derby, Erewash  South Derbyshire 

· Points to consider.

Many of the points below are already followed by most churches but not all and not everywhere.  The recommendation is that in the light of ongoing risk of thefts all churches should review their security arrangements.  The links mentioned in paras 11,12 and 13 below are informative and helpful . it should be noted that there is nothing being suggested whereby Churches should be locked and the  aim  should be to keep them open. 

1) the taking of photographs of each item (using a 50p for scale) or structure and an inventory with a description of same, a copy of both being stored on a memory stick (as well as paper copies). This will enable the rapid transfer of information to both the Police and Insurance Company and may improve the potential to retrieve the item(s)

2) consider investing in strategically placed CCTV - it may be possible to group your items/storage, so that just one camera will suffice

3) make contact with all those living in sight of the premises and ask them to note anything unusual, eg descriptions of cars and people not normally associated with the building - calling 101 could result in leads not otherwise available to the Police

4) be aware of your Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) and especially contact them if you become aware of unusual activity around the premises. Go to

www.derbyshire.police.uk/My-Local-Police/DDivision/Home.aspx

and click on the section for your area, then click on the town or village group you are in and this will give you the SNT personnel and all the direct contact options for them. Invite them to a meeting or event, get to know them and take their advice on security measures relevant to your context. Also attend the meetings they hold on Priority Setting

5) be on particular alert if you have repair work going on, as it can provide ready cover for a thief with a hi-viz vest and a safety helmet

6) review your Smartwater coverage - are all items marked and are the warning stickers prominently displayed both outside the premises and in areas of potential ingress? If it's been 5 years since you applied it, check if it needs renewing

7) if you have a lead theft, try to persuade your Church authority and Insurance Co to agree to a lead substitute replacement. If this is not possible, be alert after the work has finished, as the thieves may come back for the new material too, also if they did not get all of it the first time 

8) if your safe is stolen and then located, make sure your SNT is aware of the need to retrieve any marriage registers and certificate books, also baptismal records (Safeguarding issue)

9) review the placement of keys to cupboards, safes, etc - can they be stored out of sight or in an unrelated location, perhaps even in other premises?

10) if you have oil tanks, monitor the level regularly and consider additional security

11) join Derbyshire ChurchWatch and Alert schemes - 

for CW, signs are available free of charge from Police stations and see  

www.derbyshire.police.uk/My-Local-Police/BDivision/BSouthSection/BakewellSheldon OverHaddonandAshford/News/2014/12-Dec-ChurchWatchschemelaunchedinBakewell, HathersageandTideswell.aspx 

phone 101 and/or email   Bakewell.neighbourhoods@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk   

for Alert, sign up at www.derbyshirealert.co.uk
12) regularly review advice on the ChurchCare website

www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/looking-after-your-church/security

although it's Anglican, much of the advice may also help churches of other denominations

13) Dorset Police have a useful, short document on Church Security at 

www.dorset.police.uk/PDF/church-security2.pdf

this could be included as part of your regular Risk Assessments, induction of ChurchWardens, caretakers and/or Property stewards/managers

14) Personal safety - regularly review your Lone Working Policy and when open, consider whether 2 people could provide cover at any one time.

These notes have been compiled in conjunction with the Constabulary by The Revd Jane Harris Chaplain to B South Section  
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