An assembly outline for use with poppy seeds – KS1 & KS2
Aims
To consider the significance of the annual Poppy Appeal and to think about peace.
Preparation and Materials
· A Remembrance Day poppy.
· Words, displayed in the form of an acrostic, to support the concluding point and time of reflection.
· Further information and images can be obtained from the Internet, in particular at www.britishlegion.org.uk where resources for remembrance ceremonies can also be found.
· (Optional) The poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ can be found at http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields.htm
· Bear in mind the needs and natural anxieties of those in the school community with family members on active service with the armed forces.
Assembly
1. Display the poppy and discuss its significance. The poppies are sold each year by the Royal British Legion – a charity that provides caring support to those who have served, and others who are still serving, in the armed forces.
2. The first Poppy Day was in 1921, three years after the end of the Great or First World War. During this war, over 8.5 million people died worldwide and another 20 million were injured. Many thousands of young men returned to this country so badly injured that they were unable to work and were desperately in need of help.

The poppy was chosen as a symbol for the appeal because in Flanders, in west Belgium, which was the scene of some of the worst fighting of the war, during the summer poppies grew in the ground churned up by the fighting. Their colour reflected the awful bloodshed. 

The first Poppy Day appeal was inspired by a poem, ‘In Flanders Fields’, written by John McCrea. (You may wish to read the poem.)
3. The poppies are made at a Royal British Legion poppy factory, which employs ex-servicemen and women – many with disabilities. Over 30 million poppies are made each year! Workers at the factory also make the wreaths laid in remembrance ceremonies.

Reflect that when you buy a poppy you are supporting the welfare (caring) work of the Royal British Legion. Wearing a poppy shows that you remember and care about others. 

(You might also like to refer to posters in the current poppy campaign, which can be found on the Royal British Legion website, see ‘Preparation and materials’ above.)
4. Conclude with the following thoughts, which can be displayed in the form of an acrostic spelling ‘POPPY’.

So when you wear your poppy you can: 

be                                   Proud of those who help and serve 
think of                           Others in need
remember                       People who suffer because of war
reflect how                     Peace is important
and that it begins with    You!
Time for reflection
Invite a time of quiet reflection and gently review each of the above points. Read John 19: 27 and ask them to think about why Jesus wants peace for everyone. Conclude with a prayer and go outside to plant seeds
Song / Music
‘The Peace Prayer’ (Come and Praise, 140)
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